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Practi cal Bl acksmithi

Ed M. T. Ri char dson
1889, 1890 and 1891
Weat hervane Books,

1978, origl
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Dome press made by Gus
Designed to work sheet me
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Thanks to all the c¢club members for attending the demo
ing more about making a mask out of one plate. Most of
evolves as | continue with my own styl e. I i ke the id:
my mind with past fantasy eras. Have fun thinking what
bl acksmith, or what would it have been made for: sol di:
to Il et my imagination go wild, for when | am working o
into the work and can be seen as the character emerges
it depending on my I|ife situation, imaginative thinkin:
I't is good to use the nternet for picture research s
wall with tape magnets or pins, in order to see them a
photo shop program on the computer such as ' Adobe phot
so they are all to the same scale and can be used to m
tapes to go around the object curves Draw out three p
are making a mask or hel met to fit your face then get
actual si ze, and trace them onto the perspective dr awi |
To make the patten for cutting out the plate to hamme
|l arge mirror to make it faster to see the width measur
scul ptur e, an ani mal plastic toy, or any found object
full |l ayer of green masking tape then three | ayers of
strength. Compress the |l ayers well then with a per mane
l eys; and use different colors to indicate different m
sharp exacto knife and possibly make relief cuts. When
and use a pointy tool or knife to make sure that all t|
tape pattern down carefully flattening it on a piece o0
bul ge area wont flatten out then just give it the righ
ing tape pattern then transfer all/l the permanent felt
nall clay sculpture, ani mal plastic toy, or found obj ec
card paper pattern and enlarge it with the computer sc
gain the size increase. Make the final pattern with ca
one. Cut out the pattern with scissors, clean the grea:
the pattern with a permanent felt marker I cut out th
met hod you | ike. Tight radius curves can be cut with c
and sharpened, and use a big 6 or 8 pound hammer to cu:
surface on the |l ast depth of cutting to not ruin the a
smooth then file and sand the corners of the edge to t.
the edge of the plate while it vibrates with the acti ol
to cut you so please nicely round the corners making i
Keep in mind the shape to be worked on before the nej
the plate by getting the basic shapes in a rounded for
of irregular shapes are the starting point to get all
next step. You want to start with rounded shaping met h;
ness. Draw on the mask with soap stone the reference ||
wi || not erase the | ines When the mask is at a more c
smal |l er heated areas to make groves and sharpen up the
wood | etting the work piece act as its own anvil when
steak tool to back it up. Sheet metal steaks are used
others from 3/4" square bar. Look for pictures on the |
Ri vetwe,l di wel dar gl ates together to build up a shape or
own rivets wild/| add to a more hand made | ook Use smal
areas.

Start on a more simple project to build your 6skiIIs u
Dani el Orton
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Candel abBa Chas Low

Whil e we were having Thanksgiving on
| adi es in thetgndupgsawndefabeum in a ¢
en with it. She decided on the spot t he
l y, she was acquainted with a blacksmit
She and my wife conferred, and it was ¢
br um. | got a photo through the shop wi
time. The photo was not great, as it di
a sketch of it from the photo, and thol
couple of evenings | sat around doi ng ¢

Finally, I actually took hammer i n nh
bl e amount of fairly heavy twisted squaeé
t hey usbeadr fiomr 1r9%l 7. |t was salvaged whe
downt own. | selected 2 pieces of I3 incl
did a square taper on both ends of the
match the twist in the stock, and bent
end of the | onger piece, and twisted it
twist, then forge welded the doubl ed pi
end out to a square taper and twisted I
| oose ends, and bent the | egs into reas-c
could stand up on 3 feet with the scrol
an adjust ab-Re phercedisngff &r kK 2 x 1 i nch
each with a short piece of 1IJ inch rounc
t wo halves are clamped in a vise so0 the
bet ween them can be adjusted by sl idincg

Now, there was a need for some bits

of half i nch square stock, cut 1t i n he
them full |l ength, in opposite directior
one end more tightly scrolled than the
half 1 nch stock, cut 1t in half, taper e
directions, and set about sticking the
stick welder. | make no claim to being
sturdy, it is not pretty, so | saw a ne

Il n the meanti me, | made 7 candl e cup
Il nch squares. They were hammered down i
i ng cups, and the corners were bent un-c
mi sshapen, so | took a 4 inch square of
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