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FORGE   
Dedicated to the revival of the ñKing of Craftsò

 Volume 24 Issue 09 October  2010     

COMING  EVENTS  
 

October 30.31 2010é..Fall demo by Dan Orton 9:00 AM 

October 31 é..brief meeting at Luxton prior to demo 

November 28 2010éé...meeting at Luxton 11:00 AM 

                

Dan Ortonôs fall Demo will be a great learning experience for all. Dan 

will go through the process he uses to create those fantastic masks he pro-

duces ...from design to final product. It is worthwhile to just come to see 

the tools he has created to bend, shrink and stretch sheet metal into the 

desired shapes. Dan mentioned he will likely make a cat mask, start to 

finish over the two day Saturday and Sunday demo. As is usual, hamburg-

ers will be served for lunch by Ray at a cost of $2. 

The cost for the event will be $20 per day for members who participated 

in the summer fairs or $25 per day for those who did not volunteer at the 

fairs.  

Dan in his chain-mail shirt 

Fall Demo- Dan Orton and his Cats- Sat and Sun OCT 30,31 



2 

2008 - Executive 
President::Ray Orchard 250 478-9839  

V P: Marty  Gilbertson  250 646-2334  

Secretary: Charlie Low 250 479-6712 
Treasurer:  Norm Norby 250 478-3589 

Librarian:  Skip Kennedy  250 478-

8172 
Editor:Dennis Gillett 

 

 

Publishing Info:  "Forge" is 

published monthly by and for 

members of the Vancouver Is-

land Blacksmith Assoc. General 

Correspondence for VIBA: 

1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria, 

BC, V9C 3C4.  (or directly to 

appropriate executive member)  

Permission granted for  repro-

duction of any part of "Forge" 

provided credit is given to the 

original source, and the item is 

not marked 'copyright' or spe-

cifically stated to be for the sole 

use of "Forge".  Unless other-

wise stated, the editors are the 

authors of all material.  Dis-

claimer Notice: "Forge" makes 

every effort to ensure accuracy 

of the information contained 

therein, but the executive offic-

ers & general membership of 

the Vancouver Island Black-

smith Association including the 

editors, specifically disclaim 

any responsibility or liability 

for damages or injuries as a 

result of any construction de-

sign, use or application of infor-

mation contained in this news-

letter.  The use of any infor-

mation is solely at the user's 

own risk. 

Submissions & Contributions 

 

Submissions to ñForgeò can be 

made at any monthly meeting 

or  by snail mail  to: 

VIBA - The Editor 

1040 Marwood Avenue 

Victoria, BC Canada 

V9C 3C4 

OR 

Email: dgillett@shaw.ca 

 

Presidentôs Report 
By:  Ray Orchard 

I have been criticized for not following Rob-

ertôs rules for the conduct of formal meet-

ings; in particular for speaking out, on occa-

sion, on matters before the meeting, while 

remaining in the chair. I had my fill of formal 

meetings during my working life and prefer 

to think of our monthly sessions as informal 

gatherings where anyone can speak out on 

any matter under consideration. I will contin-

ue to do so and anyone who objects will have 

to put up with it until the Annual General 

Meeting in the new year when my term 

comes to an end. 

 

And it is not true that I donôt like any individ-

ual member or members. I like the lot of you 

and appreciate the particular skills and abili-

ties so many bring to help the rest of us.   

Rant over. 

 

We have had a healthy influx of enthusiastic 

new young members, including two who live 

near the forge but only recently learned of 

our presence. Perhaps we should be pounding 

a bit louder. Monday and Wednesday eve-

nings the last few weeks have seen about a 

dozen hard at work, with all the forges fired 

up. Great to see! 

 

Donôt forget Danôs demo the last weekend of 

the month. His amazing skill in forging life-

size animal heads will be a revelation to all. 

Plan to attend. Burgerôs will be available. 

Because of the demo there wonôt be much of 

a meeting on Sunday, the 31st, but weôll be 

back to normal November 28, 2010. 
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Secretaryôs Report 
By:  Charlie Low 

VIBA minutes Sept 28, ó10 

 

New members and visitors: We had 5 new members Mon-

day, and I am afraid I did not get all the names, for which I 

apologize. 

 

Show and Tell: Ray brought in 2 ñvice gripsò for sheet 

metal work, which operate on a different principal from 

regular vice grips, which he got from Woody Woodburn. 

There was also a very odd ñhammerò- from the eye for-

ward, reasonably normal, but from the eye back it ap-

peared to be a punch gone sideways, with a continuation 

of what would normally be a straight punch cut off and 

welded on at a right angle. We did not get any suggestions 

as to why someone would have thought that this was a 

good thing. 

 Jacques brought in a stack of photos from Benoit, 

who is now working in France. He worked 6 months in 

England, is planning 6 months in France, and Jacques is 

planning to go over for a visit next week. 

 

Minutes as published in last mothôs Forge were approved. 

 

Business arising: The shop has been painted Beige. 

  Willy told us that the auction we are expecting 

will probably not happen till next year sometime.  

 The gate is going to need some hands-on time 

from us, which should be scheduled, probably at the next 

meeting. 

 The picnic at Glen Jonesô place was not well at-

tended- there were only 8 of us there, but it was a good 

party just the same. Glen would like to do it again next 

year, as he has the perfect spot. This was approved. 

 

Treasurerôs report: We have lots of money, the fairs paid 

our appearance fees and sales were good at all of them. 

 

Library: We have had a donation of 10 new books. Dave 

felt that the library should be open more, as usage has been 

very light and that giving keys to the executive, at least 

one of whom is likely to be present Monday and Wednes-

day nights would be the best way to accomplish this. Skip 

tendered his resignation, so from now on, one of the exec-

utive, or sometimes, other old hands, will try to have the 

library open any time the shop is open. 

 

 Dan Orton will be demonstrating a cat mask 

Oct 30 and 31. He will bring his sheet metal tools, 

and focus on understanding the geometry to make 

the initial patterns to guide the cutting of the steel. 

The show will be from 9 to about 4.30 both days, 

and will cost $20.00 per day, or $40.00 for both days 

for people who helped out with the fair demos and 

$25.00/$50.00 for those who missed their chances. 

Ray will make hamburgs at lunch, which will cost 

$2.00 and beer and pop will be available at the usual 

prices. 

 

 We discussed membership costs, and it was 

generally felt that the cost should be pro-rated. We 

have been charging the full rate to people who have 

signed up recently and the consensus was that they 

should only be paying half price. They should be 

entitled to a reduced rate on next yearôs member-

ships, as this would be simpler than trying to figure 

out how to do refunds. 

 

New Business: The Wax Museum has closed. Ray 

picked up the artifacts we had loaned them. It was 

suggested that they be loaned to Bonnie for our own 

museum. 

 The Maritime Museum inquired whether 

we could duplicate their elevator in miniature for 

sale to the tourists. The consensus was that this was 

beyond our capabilities. However it was suggested 

that perhaps the Maritime Museum would also bene-

fit from a blacksmith display. 

 Raynier asked if we could loan a forge to 

the Forest Museum in Duncan, as their current forge 

is getting pretty old and beat up. We agreed that that 

would be fine. 

 Neil stated that there will be an art show in 

January, with ñArtò being taken in the broad sense. 

Applications for entries must be in by Dec 16. Con-

tact Neil for details. 

 Neil also told us that the NWBA fall con-

ference will be at Stevens WA, Oct 7, 8, 9 and 10. 

 Dennis did a short demo of the new belt 

grinder after the meeting. It certainly is a vast im-

provement over the old equipment.  

 Don Startin is still unwell, with fibrillations 

and fluid on the lung, but is expecting to get better 

and be back at meetings shortly. 

 Joe told us that the guy from the butterfly 

garden would like blacksmith work to sell. Joe has 

the name and phone number on his fridge- call him 

at 727 7925 if you have stuff you would like to sell. 

There is a demand both for ñArtò and practical stuff 

like hoes and rakes etc. This has to be an individual 

matter, not club business. 
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Show and Tell 
Photos by D Gillett 

Sheet metal vice grips 

 

Odd shaped punch 
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/ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎǎ нлмм - WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мо ς ноΣ нлмм 
Ŧ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǊǝǎǘΣ ƻǊ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀǊǝǎǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƴǝǊŜƭȅ ƴŜǿ ƳŜŘƛǳƳΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƻǿ ƛǎ 
ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ   
¢Ƙƛǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴΣ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎǎ ς ŀƴ !Ǌǘ {Ƙƻǿ ŦƻǊ 9ƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ !ǊǝǎǘǎΣ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ !a!¢9¦w 
ŀǊǝǎǘǎ ōȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜǎǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ŀ ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅ ǎŜǩƴƎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǊŀǝƴƎǎ ōȅ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǊǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ƴŜǿ ŀǊǝǎǘǎ ό¢.!ύΦ  WǳǊƻǊΩǎ Ǌƛōōƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭΦ  CƻǊ ŀǊǝǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǿ ǊŀǝƴƎǎΣ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘΦ  !ƭƭ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ǿƻǊƪ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΣ ƴƻǘ 
ŎƻǇƛŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊǝǎǘ ς ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴΦ 
CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ άŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎέ ƻǊ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ŀǊǝǎǘ ƛǎ ŘŜŬƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΥ 

ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŘƛǳƳ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǩƴƎǎΣ ŜΦƎΦΣ ǊŜƴǘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƻǊ ŦŀƛǊǎΣ 
Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ƘŀŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƧǳǊƛŜŘ ŀǊǘ ǎƘƻǿΣ  
Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎΣ  
ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ  
ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ŀǊǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ  
ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ 

WǳǊȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƻǿ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŀƴȅ ŜƴǘǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǝǎǘΦ  LŦ 
ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŀƭƭŜǊȅ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŀƴŘƻƳ ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ Řƻ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛπ
ŀǘŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ-ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅΦ  ! ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦŜŜ ƻŦ Ϸр ǇŜǊ ǇƛŜŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŘŜπ
ƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DŀƭƭŜǊȅΦ  !ƭƭ ǿƻǊƪǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻŀǎǘ 
/ƻƭƭŜŎǝǾŜΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǇŀŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ bƻǘ CƻǊ {ŀƭŜ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ 
Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜΦ  ! мр҈ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ŀǊǘ ǎŀƭŜǎΦ  Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ 
ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƭƻǿΣ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ōǊƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ όǇƻǘ ƭǳŎƪύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǊŜŎŜǇǝƻƴΦ 
 

!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōȅ рǇƳΣ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мсΣ нлмлΣ   aŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ п ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ǇŜǊ 
ŀǊǝǎǘΦ 
 

!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ hb-[Lb9 !tt[L/!¢Lhb Chwa ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦŎƻŀǎǘŎƻƭƭŜŎǝǾŜΦŎŀ όǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘύΦ  5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴ ŜƭŜŎπ
ǘǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŬƭŜŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴ-ƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƻǊƳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘΣ ǎŎŀƴƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ŝ-ƳŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅϪŎƻŀǎǘŎƻƭŜƭŎǝǾŜΦŎŀ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǎΤ ƻǊ 
ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻΥ DŀƭƭŜǊȅΣ /ƻŀǎǘ /ƻƭƭŜŎǝǾŜΣ оннм IŜŀǘƘŜǊōŜƭƭ wƻŀŘΣ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΣ ./ ±ф/ м¸wΤ ƻǊ ŘŜƭƛǾπ
ŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ /ƻŀǎǘ /ƻƭƭŜŎǝǾŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƘƻǳǊǎΣ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ ƴƻƻƴ ǘƻ рΥлл 
taΦ  CƻǊ ƘŀǊŘ-ŎƻǇȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǝƭƭ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ōŜ Ŝ-ƳŀƛƭŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǇǊƛƴǘπ
ŜŘ ƛƳŀƎŜǎΦ   
5!¢9{ ¢h w9a9a.9wΥ 
!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ 5ǳŜΥ             ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мсΣ нлмл 
5ǊƻǇ ƻũ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΥ             ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ с ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ фΣ нлммΥ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƴƻƻƴ ŀƴŘ рΥлл 
ta 
{Ƙƻǿ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎΥ                  ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мо 
hǇŜƴƛƴƎ wŜŎŜǇǝƻƴΥ        {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мрΣ нΥлл ǘƻ пΥлл ǇƳΦ 
[ŜŎǘǳǊŜ                                 ¢ƻ ōŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ 
tƛŎƪ ǳǇ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΥ                {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ноΣ ŦǊƻƳ рΥлл ǘƻ рΥолΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
ƳŀŘŜΦ 
 
CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ ŀǘ нрл-офм-ррннΣ ƻǊ ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅϪŎƻŀǎǘŎƻƭƭŜŎǝǾŜΦŎŀΦ  
 

http://www.coastcollective.ca
mailto:gallery@coastcolelctive.ca
mailto:gallery@coastcollective.ca
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From ñThe Iron Trilliumòï Ontario Artist Blacksmith Assoc   Aug/Sept 2010 
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From ñMetalsmithò  publication of the Guild of Metalsmiths June 2009 


