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FORGE   
Dedicated to the revival of the ñKing of Craftsò

 Volume 24 Issue 08 September 2010     

COMING  EVENTS  
 

September 17,18,19 éé.Luxton Fall fair 

September 26 2010éé..Meeting at Luxton 

October 30, 31 éééé.Dan Orton mask demo 
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2008 - Executive 
President::Ray Orchard 250 478-9839  

V P: Marty  Gilbertson  250 646-2334  

Secretary: Charlie Low 250 479-6712 
Treasurer:  Norm Norby 250 478-3589 

Librarian:  Skip Kennedy  250 478-

8172 
Editor:Dennis Gillett 

 

 

Publishing Info:  "Forge" is 

published monthly by and for 

members of the Vancouver Is-

land Blacksmith Assoc. General 

Correspondence for VIBA: 

1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria, 

BC, V9C 3C4.  (or directly to 

appropriate executive member)  

Permission granted for  repro-

duction of any part of "Forge" 

provided credit is given to the 

original source, and the item is 

not marked 'copyright' or spe-

cifically stated to be for the sole 

use of "Forge".  Unless other-

wise stated, the editors are the 

authors of all material.  Dis-

claimer Notice: "Forge" makes 

every effort to ensure accuracy 

of the information contained 

therein, but the executive offic-

ers & general membership of 

the Vancouver Island Black-

smith Association including the 

editors, specifically disclaim 

any responsibility or liability 

for damages or injuries as a 

result of any construction de-

sign, use or application of infor-

mation contained in this news-

letter.  The use of any infor-

mation is solely at the user's 

own risk. 

Submissions & Contributions 

 

Submissions to ñForgeò can be 

made at any monthly meeting 

or  by snail mail  to: 

VIBA - The Editor 

1040 Marwood Avenue 

Victoria, BC Canada 

V9C 3C4 

OR 

Email: dgillett@shaw.ca 

 

Presidentôs Report 
By:  Ray Orchard 

It feels like a long time since I last 

wrote one of these notes, not just two 

months, but then much has happened. 

Don Startin and Charlie Low have had 

some health problems. We wish them 

both speedy returns to full health and 

vigor. 

If you have been to the forge youôll 

have noticed our colourful exterior is 

no more. Pity, but the landlords tend 

to have their way. Charlie, responsible 

for the original improvement, was 

sadly also in charge of the drab new 

look. 

Reports from the fall fair demonstra-

tions have been very good. There 

were lots of interested spectators and 

many questions about the work, the 

club, and how to become involved. 

The demos at Coombs, Nanaimo, 

Cobble Hill and Saanich were gener-

ally well staffed and produced healthy 

returns to the treasury. Letôs keep the 

ball rolling through Luxton, Sept 

17,18 and 19. 

Glen arranged for a hip of beef for the 

picnic at his place on August 28. I 

hauled my portable spit up the Mala-

hat to his place at Shawinigan Lake. 

With a fair amount of toing- and-

froing we got it backed into position 

and had the meat on by 1:00 PM. Glen 

and I sat and watched it turn a few 

hours before Neil and Lianne turned 

up to help us keep an eye on things. 

Glenôs wife came after work and after 

the closing of the Coombs fair a few 

who had been demonstrating, 

Charlie, Raynier and Gus drove 

up. We ate sumptuously and cart-

ed away a chunk of beef to enjoy 

in the days to follow. The rest of 

you members can read this and 

weep at your lost chance. 

 

I look forward to a much better 

turnout at the Luxton demo, and 

our meeting, on the last Sunday 

of the month. 
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Secretaryôs Report 
By:  Charlie Low 

Most members were absent, including the Sec-

retary, so I took the minutes. Now, two 

months later, itôs a bit hard to decipher what I 

put down. 

For show-and-tell Dennis brought a few beau-

tiful knives he had made for the exhibition 

trailer. 

Minutes of the June meeting were approved as 

printed, but the dates of the Nanaimo exhibi-

tion in the ñComing Eventsò section of the 

newsletter were corrected. Charlie passed on 

the word that the M.F.I. had provided the 

paint, and the job of covering the beautiful 

flames on the outside of the forge, sadly, 

would begin Wednesday evening.  

Willie volunteered to liaise with Scott Mel-

ville on his coming equipment auction. Neil 

suggested it be held after the Antique Equip-

ment garage sale September 25.  

On the subject of the fairground gate, Willie 

said the frame was done, and work on detail 

was progressing. 

The treasurer reported that the club was sol-

vent.  

Glen Jones offered to host the Annual picnic 

at his beautiful Shawinigan Lake property, 

timed to follow the nearby Cobble Hill fair 

demonstration on August 28. 

A proposal to place a portable forge in our 

travelling ñflying Forgeò was moved by Den-

nis, seconded by Norm and passed. 

Glen moved adjournment, seconded by Keith 

and passed.  

Ray Orchard   President 



4 

Show and Tell Photos by D Gillett 

Alberta Rose 

Triceratops 

Black Walnut 

Lock-back Folders by Gillett 
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Rosewood 

Elephant Skin 

Frog Sticker 

These photoôs of show and tell items from the July meeting do not represent a new editorial 

policy of showing only the  newsletter editorôs projects in The Forge. It happens that I was the 

only one to bring any show and tell to the meeting, ostensibly for consideration of inclusion in 

possible ñgalleryò displays. You remember ñthe Galleryò...which hasnôt actually mobilized as 

of yet é{Charlie D where are you}?? On the other hand, I am not really too displeased with 

the above result. On the other, other hand; if such a policy were to attract, say, a new edi-

toré.or even co-editor...then an accommodation for such a policy could likely be arranged. 

Keep this in mind for the January election of club officers. 


