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Once again, by order of Her Royal Majesty, all members of the Van-
couver Island Blacksmith Association are hereby required to present
themselves, in Good Order and Sober, to the Sargent-At-Arms prior to
the start of the upcoming Annual General Meeting to be held at the Lux-
ton Forge, 11:00 AM Sunday, January 30th, in the Year of Our Lord, Two
Thousand and Eleven. Each member will present an account of him/ her-
self, listing strengths of character and behaviour, personal skills and club-

related accomplishments over the past year. Elections for VIBA Execu-

tive Officers will then take place, with the winners gaining the power,
prestige and significant financial rewards attendant to those positions.
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2010 - Executive
President::Ray Orchard 250 478-9839
V P: Marty Gilbertson 250 646-2334
Secretary: Charlie Low 250 479-6712
Treasurer: Neil Gustafson 250 727-
2173
Librarian: Dave Winestock 250 598-
9377
Editor:Dennis Gillett

Publishing Info: "Forge" is
published monthly by and for
members of the Vancouver Is-
land Blacksmith Assoc. General
Correspondence  for VIBA:
1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria,
BC, VI9C 3C4. (or directly to
appropriate executive member)
Permission granted for repro-
duction of any part of "Forge"
provided credit is given to the
original source, and the item is
not marked 'copyright' or spe-
cifically stated to be for the sole
use of "Forge". Unless other-
wise stated, the editors are the
authors of all material. Dis-
claimer Notice: "Forge" makes
every effort to ensure accuracy
of the information contained
therein, but the executive offic-
ers & general membership of
the Vancouver Island Black-
smith Association including the
editors, specifically disclaim
any responsibility or liability
for damages or injuries as a
result of any construction de-
sign, use or application of infor-
mation contained in this news-
letter. The use of any infor-
mation is solely at the user's

Submissions & Contributions

Submissions to “Forge” can be
made at any monthly meeting
or by snail mail to:

VIBA - The Editor
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC Canada
VoC 3C4
OR
Email: dgillett@shaw.ca

President’s Report
By: Ray Orchard

And here’s wishing you and yours a very
happy and prosperous New Year.

Finally I’'m here...penning the last of my
bits as Pres. of VIBA. Id better start by
clearing up some questions phoned in in
recent weeks

Joey Dimz, long-time tailor, has a rather
sad problem. His favourite long shears
(blades about 18 long) have worn away to
almost nothing due to years of use and
sharpening. He can no longer find new ones
of similar size and quality and wonders if
someone in our group would try to restore
them. The handles are fine, but the blades
(stainless) need work. He’s at 778-928-
3469. I didn’t hold out much hope but said I
would ask. Kelly Backs at threeblack-
smith.com is desperately trying to find a
power hammer, anyone know of one availa-
ble? Richard Lucier-Larson, abmich-
if@gmail.com called about a North Saanich
eco group planning a May Day event on the
revival of skills. We could sell items pro-
duced. There could be a few hundred at the
event, likely most interested in farming and
gardening items. At our last meeting I men-
tioned “Ron” who had left a “copper toma-
hawk” and wondered if we were ready to
return it. Willy found it in no time, brought
it home and phoned the number he gave
me. It was “not in service”... then tried
again and got an answer... but no Ron
there. Any ideas where we go from here?

I was happy to have a call from Don Startin
who hopes to be at the A.G.M. He had seen
a Lee Valley Ad for an old fashioned fire-
place shovel he thought VIBA might have a
use for. I checked with Charlie who said
yes, we could use a few. We could, perhaps

should, have made them; but Lee
Valley has been good to VIBA so
I made an executive decision and
bought the last two they had in
stock.

I have served as President, Past-
president and Vice-president a
number of times. Now my two
years is up and it’s high time
someone took over. We will also
need a new Vice-president, but
possibly not a Secretary or Treas-
urer if Charlie and Neil agree to
serve their second years. Come to
the A.G.M. on January 30 ready
to help if called upon.

It’s been fun. Thanks to all, par-

ticularly the executive and the
ever present and hardworking
Willy Tobler.

(Ed note....please see pg 10)

John Ganton

On behalf of the VIBA, | would
like to thank John Ganton for his
very generous donation of 10
Blacksmithing books to our Li-
brary.

John Ganton is a founding mem-
ber of VIBA and keeps "in the
know" with our association
through the newsletter.

Skip Kennedy.

| am a bladesmith, located in
Delta. I'm looking for a decent
anvil, something in the 125 to
150 pound range. Single round
bick, pritchel and hardy holes,
hardened surface. Doesn't have
to be pretty, just in good shape
Christopher A. Kluftinger,

CCC
General Manager, District 78 and Regional
Executive Chef, Western Canada

ARAMARK Business & Industry Group
Phone: 604.521.5727 ext. 293

Fax: 604.540.0511

Cell: 604.506.4763
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Secretary’s Report
By: Charlie Low

Viba Nov 28 ‘10
New member: Keith Gardner

Show and Tell: Dave made a pair of tongs after a model
made by Howard Japeth, with a narrow jaw grooved to
take 5/16" rod. He found them very difficult to get right.
He also made a fitting to enable a C-clamp to hold round
stock, such as a piece of pipe. This was a cylinder, of just
the right size to fit over the end of the screw in the clamp,
with a pair of short pieces of round stock welded to the
edges of the cylinder. The cylinder holds the unit in place
on the C clamp, and the two round bits hold the work with
no fiddling about trying to get the clamp exactly centered.

Willy and Charlie L both made shoehorns, with
Willy’s being the long fancy one and Charlie L’s being the
short simple one.

Ray brought in a strange pair of tongs, with an
open cylinder about 3 inches long and about an inch in
inside diameter on one jaw, and a leather covered disk on
the other jaw to close off one end of the cylinder. The
tongs were strong and heavy, suggesting they were made
for serious work, but the leather gasket on the disk indicat-
ed they were not meant for hot work. We did not get any
plausible suggestions as to what they were meant for.

Dennis brought in a couple of knives, with etch-
ings on the handles, one on a horse theme, one on a dog
theme. He ran photos of the relevant horse and dog
through photoshop to turn them into line drawings and
used those in the etching process. It was suggested that he
should give a workshop on the etching process. Dennis
suggested he do a powerpoint presentation on the process.

Dan brought in the mask he demo’ed recently.
He will do another demo, probably in early spring to fin-
ish it. Right now he is making tools he needs to tune up
the details.

Jacques had photos of Benoit’s work in France

The minutes were approved with the proviso that Willy’s
wife, Evelyn, was wrongly called Elaine in the last news-
letter.

Business arising: Ray spoke to the RCMP about the juve-
nile with weapons problem. Our rules are that people un-
der 18 must be accompanied by a responsible adult, no

juveniles are allowed to make weapons, and the pro-
gram that Neil brought in will be pointed out to them
with a suggestion that they consider following it.
This was satisfactory to the RCMP.

New business: Neil told us about the recent NWBA
meeting. It was very busy, with 2 demonstrators and
several classes all going on at once

Ray collected our gear from the Wax Muse-
um, and has looked into having it in place in the
Maritime Museum. He has not had a lot of success
looking up details about blacksmithing in a marine
setting. A couple of thoughts that occurred to me on
the way home were about a British naval blacksmith
(John Jenkins?) who was kept alive by Maquinna
when the rest of the ships crew was killed, and the
Mastermyr Find, apparently a Viking blacksmith’s
tool chest from about 1000 AD- both indicating that
blacksmiths did have a place on ships. If anyone has
detail to add, it would be appreciated.

Neil mentioned that CanIRON VIII registra-
tion is open. Go to the website for the forms. It will
occur July 28 to Aug 1 in Fergus Ont.

The NWBA is planning to have a “Western
States Conference” in Government Camp in Oregon,
Aug 18 to 21. This should be a really big deal, with
at least 9 groups invited to attend, about 15 demon-
strators, and Blacksmith Wars, where each group is
invited to produce a 6 person team, who will make
something, to a theme selected by the organizers, in a
limited time. There will be cash prizes for the top 3.
However, there is a problem. That is the weekend of
the VIX fair in Nanaimo, and we will need at least 4
people to man it, so consider your options.

The next meeting, January 30, will be the
AGM. We will need to elect a new president and
vice president, and we will need one or more volun-
teers to edit, or at least help edit the newsletter. We
will also need one or more volunteers to arrange
demonstrations.

The gate is still under construction. We will
need a team to come for at least for a day, and possi-
bly two days to finish it. The place will be Neil’s
shop, Ellice Automotive, on John St, the time still to
be determined.

Reports: Treasurer: We are well in the black.

And with that we adjourned.



Show and Tell

Photos by D Gillett

Dave’s pipe clamp and tongs Willy’s shoe horn

Dan’s cat mask



Dennis’s Damascus lockback folders



Mountain High XV, Metal 2

A gathering which honored northwest blacksmiths for their decades of craftsmanship.
A history of the ironworking relationship between the NWBA and one of the grand old
ladies of the Cascades, Timberline Lodge at Mount Hood in Oregon.

stary by
Lauren
Oumalybd

phoos by
Ina Culderon

Mountain High is 3 bianpual
exhibit bedd at the Timberline Lodge
atop Mount Hood in Oregon.

This year's theme, metal, was
the single, highlighted craft cat of the
many that have been instrumental in
the building of the lodge.

The st time a Mountain
High exhibit featured metal was in
1988,

The show this year was
organized by Tamberline Curaior
Limny Adamson snd coordinaied by
Daryyl Neison. the thind generarion
Timberline Blacksmith. [t was
mvitational, open to  the
comemporary smithy who have
participated in the duilding of
commissioned fropwork for the
lodge.

An impressive list of
participants reflected a cross
generational shice of the Northmest
Blacksmith Association.  Each wus
inyited to present un examplé of (wo
of their current work, Those pleces
included sculprure, furniture, and
other beautifully designed functional
tems sueh a5 famps and clocks,

All were on display in the
mazn roam of the lodge, o huge space
with vast, soanng ceilings and a
massive, two sory fireplace and
chimney, all enclosing comfortable,

simply dosigned fumiture. As barge
a3 he scale of the building. a1 fecks
quite cozy insade, probably due to the
Fact that exervthing in the
surmouxlings was macde by the hands
of highly skilled artisans and
Craftspeople.

The lodge also was showing
a concurrent exhibit on the first
blacksmiths who worked on
Timberline. Original blueprinis,
sample pieces and photos give
visiors a window imto worlds both
ofd aexd new.

Page 12

‘iol I'h" .‘\'Nl. 2‘)0:\“



Timbetline Ladge was buh
i e 19305 as o WPA (Works
Progress Administraiion) peopt
All the fumiture, the hardwase, and
even the curtains were created by
Band, It tealy is a wodesful place
o visit. The ccade of the secnery s
breathtaking and the immense
lodge, butlt of stone and Snormous
nmbers, 18 1Inspunng.

Ironwork abounds
throughout the bailding and is all
handorafied. Massive fireplaces
grilles, door hardware, light
fistures, amd even the drawer pulis
o 1he dressers in the guest rooms
were imdividually made,

Whint a visiior might ot be
aware of 1 the vintage of all of this
metal work, and that iy ieention

Much of what i to be seen
at Timberline Lodge s the ongsnad
work oreated and instadled a1 the
timsz of its comstrucnon by the first
Timberling blacksmith, Osion
Dawson, Establishing i frdition of
many different smiths working
on 1he same project, Dawson and
his crew of smiths, soung and
old. st the bar high

Every building is a hving
thing. Time passes and
reguirements change, sdditions
are added, repairs are
made and OppoTTEnitics
for new ironwork that
will blend with the
aorsginal present
theoselves regularly.

That is where this
sty begins,

Orion Dawson
wis the initial Tamberline
blacksmith in the thimes,
et what is the connecton
between Timberline sod

Doneo Deschier, Lisa Geertsen, Andy Blakeney, Marc Brown, Mania
Cristalli, Lauren Osmolski, Vincent Gorjance.

Terry & Loulse Carson, Jerry & Debble Zygmuntowicz,
Kathy & ke Bay. Linda & Joe Elliott, Susan & Darryl Nelson

Mr, & Mrs. “Friends of Timberline”, Patrick Maher,
Stephanie, Ethan . Erica Gordon, Don Kemper, Jr.

The
NWBA

Dani! Stevens, Mike Neely, Dave Nealy, Don
Cowlits, Bob Race, JIm Garrett gathers

for lunch
in the
lodge

the NWHBA! Jett & Nadine Sawyer, Jeft Holtby, Rebeca, Ellie and Dave
(comtiaed on page 141 ThOmpSoN, Jorry & ina Culbarson, Andeea & Dave Lisch

el drem ,\'-., .'  bX 4
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Orion "OB" Dawson at about age
19. The date of the photo is
unknown, but he was as likely to
have riden a horse to the forge as
acar.

In the fate seventies Russ
Maugans wis & cotmercial pilot for
Eastern Airlines who flew the route
between Atlanta, Georgia, and
Portland, Oregon, Maguens was also
@ hohbyist blacksmith

Flying over the inountains he
would spot Timberline Lodge from
the alr. Curious, he drove up the
mountain one day o see what the
place was all abous,

As anyone who has been
there knows, the lodge is a mind

blowing experience for someone who
loves ironwork,

Inspired to know more,
Maugans met with Adamson, the lodge
curatar then and to this day. She filled
him in on the history of the inn and told
him about Orion Dawson, who was still
ulive and living in Florida

Muugans tracked Dawson down
and scheduled a mecting with him at
an airport during o layover, The two
hit it off. Eventually Maugans flew
Dawson out west. The neophyte smith
Lot a real education on Timberline
ironwork.

What an opportunity for
Matigans, a hobbyist. to end up meeting
this incredible smith.

Maugans kept i touch with
both the lodge und Dawson in hopes of
getting some work,  The first project
offered him was to refinish a fire poker
that had been found outside the lodge
baried in the dirt, Mavgans put & new
finish oa it and also prepared a replica
of the poker to show that be had some
skills.

His persistence led to some
repals and restoration jobs ot the Jodge.

Abour the same time, 1980,
Darryl Nelson was making the
transition from being a full 1ime farrier
to becoming a blacksmith. He hosted
the first apen forge at Fire Mountain
Forge in Eatonville, Washington.
Miugans attended and met Nelson for
the first ime,

Their friendship brought
oppoertunities for Nelson to help
Muaugans with the work he had
cultivated at Timberline and would
eventually apen doors 10 opportunities
for many other smiths,

In 1983 u tour of the lodge was
organized to show other NWBA
blacksmiths the Timberline ironwork.
Two years later a now defunci
blacksmithing conference called the

Third Generation Timberline
Blacksmith Darryl Nelson holds
a replica of the menu as

presented to President
Franklyn Roosevell when he
dedicated the inn (before it was
completed) in the 1930's,

Western States Conference was
held atibe lodge. That gathering,
beld in the off yearof the ABANA
Confercnce. drew smiths from al)
over Califormia and the Pacific
Northwest, - At the same time an
NWBA conference was held at the
lodge in canjunction with the fifik
Mountain High exhibit, the first
O 10 feature metal,

Maugins was now in his
seventies and facing declining
heolth, He had achieved
recognition as the second official
lodge blucksmith of Timberline.
The “Friends of Timberline™, a

FPags 14
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non-profit group formed in the
seventias to rawse funds and o
support the preservation of the
lodge, needed a new gate at the
lodge, Maugans called on his
frierds from the NWEA to assist
in the project.

The gate was builtin 1987
by Terry Carson, Russall Jagua,
Jerry Culberson and Nelson at
Jaqua's shop in Port Townsend
That project brought in the next
generation of smiths 1o carry on
the spint of Timberline.

Cascadian Style is a term
created by the Amencan Institute
ol Architects to describe the body
of work housed &t Timberline
Lodge. It Is unique 1o the Pacific
Northwest. Careful consideration
to design is mherant o all projects
destinad for Timberkne in order to
preserve the continuity of the
Cascadian Style.

What an nspining tradition
we have as a group.

The persistence of a few
has led to the success of many in
bringing our flounshing craft to the

moment,

At right four smiths admire the drawings
and work of Orion Dawson, From the left
they are Daniel Stevens, Darryl Nelson,

Jelf Holtby and Jerry Culberson,

A D

Jorry Culberson and Jeff Holtby share

eyes of the public in places
like Timberline Lodge,
where each hand made
plece of ironwork is an
aspiration to axcefience

Participating smiths &t
Mountain High XV, Metal 2,
in alphabetical order:

Phll  Baldwin. Andy
Blakeney, Terry Carson,
Maria Cristalli, Jerry
Culberson, Dones
Deschler, Joe Elliot, Jim
Garrett, Lisa Geerlsen,
Erica Gordon, Jell Holtby,
Japheth Howard, Alice
Jamas, Russell Jaqua, Don
Kemper, Jr,, Dave Lisch,
Patrick Maher, Grayson
Nance, Danyl Nelson, and
Lauren Osmolski.

Lodge Curator
Linny Adamson
holding the poster
promoting High
Mountain XV, Metal 2,

Het Lron N
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Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association . . .
Membership Application Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America
Membership Application
Name: Name:
Address:
Address: City: State/Prov.:
Zip/Postal Code:
City: Prov./State: Phone: ( )
Fax: ( )
Post/Zip Code: [ 1 Full Time Student......................$35./year
[ ] Regular Membership...................$45./year
Email: [ 1 Senior Citizen (age 65+)..............$40./year
[ ] Overseas Surface Mail................$60./year
Phone: ( ) [ 1 Oversea Air Mail........cccoeeeviuennnee. $80./year
[ ] Contributory Membership............ $100./year
Fax: ( ) [ ] Public Library Subscription........... $35./year
Credit Card Payment
Are youa: New Member[] Renewal [ ] Card No.
[]Visa [] Mastercard
[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually Expiry Date:
[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually Signature:
Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver by Phone: 703-680-1632 )
Make cheques or money orders payable to: Mail: ABANA, 15754 Widewater Dr
Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA) Dumfries. VA. USA. 22025-1212
1040 Marwood Avenue .1, ’ ’ ’
Victoria, BC CANADA Email: abana@abana.org
VIC 3C4
Letters to the editor
Hi Dennis

Sitting here staring down the microscope with nothing to do with my mind | thought about Ontario- the
Iron Trillium- the NWBA- hot iron news, and others- when they have a meeting, it is at someone's shop,
miles to travel for most members, and only happens at most, monthly- we just go to the shop, 2ce a week
- and it works, because there are a whole whack of blacksmiths in the area- some of whom have moved
here at least partly because of the club- e.g., Jake- some of whom became blacksmiths because they
were exposed to the technology through the club- e.g., Ben, and quite a lot of us who happened upon the
club and fell in love with the whole BS thing- so we have a cause/effect thing here- because there is the
club, there are a lot of blacksmiths in the area, and because there are a lot of blacksmiths in the area, the
club thrives too. | wonder if other groups could learn something from us.

Chas Low

Erratum

Willy Tobler’s wonderful wife, Evelyn Tobler, was incorrectly referred to (by Dan Orton) in the October
newsletter as Elaina. As editor, I take full responsibility for the publication of this error...and obviously seri-
ously fell down on the job on that one. I actually communicate with Evelyn on a monthly basis, since it is
she who maintains our web site, VIblacksmiths.com. She has done so for many, many years without com-
pensation... or even acknowledgement from us. I apologise to Evelyn and wish to express our sincerest
thanks for her extremely valuable contribution to the ongoing success of our web site and club in general.
On a similar family theme, Willy Tobler has been variously referred to as Willi and sometimes Willie. Please

join me in thanking Willy and Evelyn Tobler for their ongoing contributions to our organi-
zation.

D Gillett, Editor
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