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FORGE   
Dedicated to the revival of the “King of Crafts”

 Volume 25  Issue 10 November 2011    

COMING  EVENTS 
 

    November 27 2011………..meeting at Luxton 

    No meeting December 
    January 29 2012…………..Annual general meeting            

Lights! Hammer! Action! 

 
     Well, that’s almost how it goes in Hollywood. That is how it will go in our new well light-

ed shop. Neil has made the final arrangements for the new shop lighting to be installed, 

sometime in the near future (perhaps by the time you are reading this it will have been done). 

With your newly enhanced ability to see …there is now no excuse for not restocking our 

sales tables with hand-forged objects’d art in profusion.  

 

Speaking of lights, our new 8 foot fluorescent tubes draw about 0.9 amp/hr. each. An 8 foot 

section of our old lights (2X 4Ft tubes) drew 1.4 amp/hr. That, in addition to having the mod-

ern electronic ballasts with 5 times as many lumens per watt, means the new lights work a lot 

better than the old. Actually, many of the old tubes we had in the shop didn’t work at all, so 

were actually quite cheap to run… but had a really bad lumen per watt output. Looking at it 

another way, it could be said that they might have had an infinite lumen per watt output. 

What happens when you divide zero by zero? 

 

Another very interesting, and recent development about light was just announced by scien-

tists at CERN, working at the Large Hadron Collider under parts of France and Switzerland. 

They found that neutrinos shot from their particle accelerator were travelling faster than the 

speed of light. Albert Einstein said that was impossible…completely impossible by anything 

anywhere in the universe… and Albert was usually right about these kind of things. 

I am not really suggesting that changing the lights in our shop has fundamentally altered the 

physics of the universe…but is does seem a strange coincidence don’t you think? Makes you 

wonder what would happen if we cleaned the place up a bit. 
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2011 - Executive 
President::Joe Gillings 250 727-7925  

V P: Glen Jones 250 743-9564   

Secretary: Charlie Low 250 479-6712 
Treasurer:  Neil Gustafson 250 727-

2173 

Librarian:  Dave Winestock  250 598-
9377 

Editor:Dennis Gillett 

 

Publishing Info:  "Forge" is 

published monthly by and for 

members of the Vancouver Is-

land Blacksmith Assoc. General 

Correspondence for VIBA: 

1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria, 

BC, V9C 3C4.  (or directly to 

appropriate executive member)  

Permission granted for  repro-

duction of any part of "Forge" 

provided credit is given to the 

original source, and the item is 

not marked 'copyright' or spe-

cifically stated to be for the sole 

use of "Forge".  Unless other-

wise stated, the editors are the 

authors of all material.  Dis-

claimer Notice: "Forge" makes 

every effort to ensure accuracy 

of the information contained 

therein, but the executive offic-

ers & general membership of 

the Vancouver Island Black-

smith Association including the 

editors, specifically disclaim 

any responsibility or liability 

for damages or injuries as a 

result of any construction de-

sign, use or application of infor-

mation contained in this news-

letter.  The use of any infor-

mation is solely at the user's 

own risk. 

Submissions & Contributions 

 

Submissions to “Forge” can be 

made at any monthly meeting 

or  by snail mail  to: 

VIBA - The Editor 

1040 Marwood Avenue 

Victoria, BC Canada 

V9C 3C4 

OR 

Email: dgillett@shaw.ca 

 

Secretary’s Report 
By:  Charlie Low 

Viba Oct 29, ‘11 

 

Show and Tell: Charlie L, Dennis and Ted 

brought in the slabs of damascus we made at 

Dennis’ shop over the last 2 Saturdays- they 

are 1095 and L6 in the W pattern, heated in 

the propane forge, pressed in the hydraulic 

press to weld, cut almost through into 3 sec-

tions, folded and re-welded, with this repeat-

ed twice more, to make a total of 27 layers, 

then cut at a 30 degree angle, with each nug-

get rotated (the Ferry Flip) so that the sec-

tion that had been inside was turned to the 

outside, then the 7 to 10 rhomboid bits re-

welded into a solid billet. The whole thing 

was then forged down to knife-blank size 

under the power hammer. Dennis ground 

them smooth on the surface grinder and 

etched them to display the pattern, and if I 

say so myself, they are beautiful. 

 Keith brought in a copy of Tin Can 

Projects and Art Metal Work, originally 

printed in 1936, and now available from Lee 

Valley. On a very quick inspection, it ap-

peared to have quite a lot of interesting ide-

as. 

 Norm told us that Princess Auto is 

coming to town Nov 15. There was specula-

tion that during the opening week or so, 

there would be bargains to be had. 

 

 The minutes were accepted as print-

ed in last month’s newsletter. 

 

 Business: Dennis brought in a copy 

of an email from Neil. He has an electrician 

friend, who had a look at the shop. He will 

do the lights, bring the place up to code, deal 

with the permitting and generally look after 

our electrical problems. The consensus was 

“Good!” 

 The gate will proceed- 

Neil will look after getting the 

drawings for the footings and sup-

ports, and early in the new year, 

there will be a work party to in-

stall them. There will be some 

work making them pretty too. 

 New members: Rod and 

his father, Fred Edwards were at 

themeeting. Rod has done some 

blacksmithing, and Fred is a farri-

er.. 

 Andrew brought back the 

anvil he borrowed for the summer, 

and volunteered to make some 

stuff for the club by way of repay-

ment. We said, “Come to a pro-

duction day”, which will probably 

happen in April. 

 

 And with that, we ad-

journed. 
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Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association 

Membership Application 
 

   Name:  ______________________________ 

 

   Address:  ____________________________ 

 

   City:  __________  Prov./State:  __________ 

 

   Post/Zip Code:  _______________________ 

 

   Email:  ______________________________ 

 

   Phone:  (_____) _______________________ 

 

   Fax:  (_____) _________________________ 

 

Are you a:    New Member [ ]      Renewal [ ] 

 

[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually 

 

[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually 
     Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver 

Make cheques or money orders payable to: 
Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA) 

1040 Marwood Avenue 

Victoria, BC  CANADA 

V9C 3C4 

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America 

Membership Application 

Name:  ________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________ 

City:  ______________  State/Prov.:  _______ 

Zip/Postal Code:  _______________________ 

Phone:  (_____) ________________________ 

Fax:  (_____) __________________________ 

[ ]  Full Time Student……….........….$35./year 

[ ]  Regular Membership….........…….$45./year 

[ ]  Senior Citizen (age 65+)…........…$40./year 

[ ]  Overseas Surface Mail….......……$60./year 

[ ]  Oversea Air Mail............................$80./year 

[ ]  Contributory Membership............$100./year 

[ ]  Public Library Subscription...........$35./year 

Credit Card Payment 

Card No.  _______________________ 

[ ] Visa      [ ]  Mastercard 

Expiry Date:  ____________________ 

Signature:  ______________________ 

by Phone:  703-680-1632 

Mail:  ABANA, 15754 Widewater Dr  

          Dumfries, VA, USA, 22025-1212 

           Email: abana@abana.org 


